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He presided frequently at private meetings of the
Delegation and threw the weight of his long experience
into the scale of the federal solution which was adopted.
This was not a new idea to him. In November 1917 the
Maharaja of Nabha had proposed a scheme of which
the basic idea was Federation, and Sayaji Rao approved
generally but added with characteristic caution, clt would
be impossible for us, burdened as we are with the manifold
cares of State, to work out the details with the meticulous
care which they deserve'.1 But the whole question of the
States was being canvassed at that time in view of the
impending visit of Mr. Montagu to India in pursuance of
the famous Declaration.

The Maharaja set to work to consider the issues which
involved the States. He had already drawn up a scheme
which did not indeed include the word Federation or
cover the whole ground of that rather ambiguous word,
but which foreshadowed closer relations between the
States and British India:

CI commend any proposition to give to Princes a greater
voice in the solution not only of administrative questions which
affect common interests, but also in the larger Imperial concerns.
Not only by virtue of nationality and territorial juxtaposition
but by contributions to Imperial income and defence they are
entitled to consideration in the settlement of Imperial affairs.' 2

In 1917 he threw this idea into more concrete shape,
claiming a definite representation for the Princes, the
establishment of a House of Princes* Representatives, and
the right to a seat on the Viceroy's Executive Council.

Lord Chelmsford and Mr. Montagu did not go quite
so far as this. They felt that "the independence of the
States in matters of internal administration carries with
it the counter-obligation of non-interference in British

1 Selected letters, vol. iii, No. 1535, p. 97?. <
* Opinion* dated ist Nov. 1907.
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